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Dusty Shultz, retires November 22, 2015, 
from the National Park Service 
by Rhonda Kruch 
 

On November 22, 2015 many friends, park 
partners, relatives, and co-workers of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore gathered to wish a fond 
farewell to Dusty Shultz, whose last day as 
superintendent was November 2, 2015.  

Dusty Shutlz 
  
It was amazing to hear about her 42-year 

career with the National Park Service.  Dusty Shultz 
was the first female superintendent at the 
Lakeshore as well as the Moore’s Creek National 
Battlefield in North Carolina and Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial Park in Indiana, which are two 
other national parks.  As I listened to the highlights 
of a 42-year career, fourteen of which were at the 
Lakeshore, her strength, perseverance, and 
dedication came shining through.  Her service was 

 
 

  
delivered with grace and dignity.  She will be 
missed!  The MIMS members wish her well.  Enjoy 
your retirement traveling, relaxing, and just 
spending time with your friends and family. 

Deputy superintendent Tom Ulrich is currently 
the interim superintendent of Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore.  He has applied for the seat at 
the top, but there is no guarantee. 

 
Annual MIMS Meeting  
July 26, 2015 
by Rhonda Kruch 
 

On July 26, 2015, twelve MIMS members 
gathered for fellowship, lunch, and the annual 
membership meeting.  As far as I am concerned, 
the best part of the meeting is being able to talk 
with fellow island lovers about memories of their 
time on either SMI or NMI.  This year was no 
different.  Members shared their memories, as well 
as their concerns about issues at hand.  We were 
honored with the presence of Dusty Shultz, 
superintendent of Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore.  We heard of her planned retirement in 
November, as well as having the opportunity to 
discuss successes and hardships with island 
endeavors.  She was a great listener and offered 
help with some of our concerns.  Robert Beck, Vice-
President and Judy Fogle, Secretary filled the MIMS 
board positions.  Randy Mackie was elected as 
member-at-large.  Please refer to the MIMS 
website for greater detail of the minutes of this 
and other board meetings. 
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Accomplishments by Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lake Shore to 
Manitou Islands in 2015 
 By Dusty Shultz – July 26, 2015 

 
 NMI Emergency Dock Repair 

High water levels and storm events had washed out the 
approach to the NMI dock. 
Retaining walls, cribbing, and decking were replaced to 
provide safe access.  
Longer term solutions are in the planning stage. 

 Replaced the roof on the NMI visitor contact 
station. 

NMI Life Saving Station 
Restored interior floor finishes 
Repaired exterior porch flooring and painted. 

 North Lodge (Boat House) foundation 
stabilization and restoration. 

Hans Halseth foundation stabilization and restoration. 
 Rebuilding of the vault toilet at the SMI schoolhouse.  
(In progress) 

 SMI Maintenance building  
Interior painting and siding repair  
Installing hot water tank and 
Replacing plumbing fixtures for the shower. 

 SMI Life Saving Station 
Window restoration including new hardware and glass. 
Repairing interior paint problems. 
Restoration of upstairs and main floor bathroom. 

 SMI Visitor Center 
Building, moving and rehabilitating display cases and 
some remaining interior painting. 

 SMI Boathouse 
Lead Abatement: Encapsulation and clean up   

 POSSIBLE 2016 ISLAND WORK - PENDING 
FUNDING 

North Manitou Island 
Monte Carlo Foundation 
Howard Foote Foundation 
Water Storage Foundation 
Bournique Shed and Privy 

 South Manitou Island 
Robinette site drainage and floor. 
GC Hutzler House Repair 
GC Hutzler Barn foundation 
GC Hutzler Shed #1, Garage, Granary, privy, Shed #2, 

Stories told by MIMS members of 
South and North Manitou Islands– of 
their families or those that had lived 
there.  By Judy Fogle 
July 26th, 2015 

Dale Hutzler:  Youngest of six children, 91 years old 
on July 4th.  Dale’s older brother, George Hutzler, 
99, is oldest living survivor of the Manitou Islands.   
Joe Kruch:  “beach bum,” who enjoyed 
backpacking the Islands since the 1979, started 
clearing fields in 2005 at the George Hutzler and 
August Beck farms – and brought his wife, Rhonda. 
Rhonda Kruch:  Using the abilities of house repair,  
(taught to her by her Father), Rhonda began 
helping with various restoration projects on the 
Haas Cottage and the August Beck house in 2006.  
Enjoyed working with Kim Mann. 
Paul Rocheleau, great grandson of Theodore Beck 
(the Lodge) – August Beck and Theodore Beck were 
brothers.  Grandmother was Ida Beck!  Has been 
enjoying the Island for 30 years.  Coming at least 
twice a year to do restoration. 
Sue Rocheleau:  Loves the Islands!  Her husband, 
Paul proposed to her on SMI. 
Judy Fogle:  First came in 1975 with husband and 
black lab dog.  Returned in 1981 with children and 
friends at the Shapley cabin (room off Marie 
Smith’s house by the Schoolhouse) and stayed until 
1997. 
Ed and Cynthia Dewes:  Started with their children 
and friends; and then the Boy Scouts, 1969 and 
1971.  Stayed at the Lodge (Theodore Beck House) 
Randy Macky:  His grandmother, Florence 
Vanderlip, and his great grandmother was Anna 
Stormer. 
Lynn Roe: Grew up listening to stories told about 
her father and adventures of working the Coast 
Guard on SMI.  Stayed at Marie Smith’s Hotel (also 
called the “Botel”).  Father, Gerald E. Crowner, 
wrote the book, The South Manitou Story. 
Dusty Shultz: Became Superintendent in 2001.  Has 
been with the National Park Service 14 years. 



Manitou Islands Memorial Society         Manitou Memories Winter 2016 Newsletter   
   

Dedicated to preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands Page 3 
 

Enjoying South Manitou –  
One More Time 
By Ed and Cynthia Dewes 

 
The July, 2015 annual excursion to South 

Manitou brought back many pleasant 
memories for my husband Ed and me. We first 
learned about the island in 1969 when Ed and 
our oldest son went there for a week of 
canoeing and camping out with the Boy Scouts. 
We made a family trip a year or two later, and 
have visited many times since. 
 We left Leland on the Mishe-Mokwa at 
10 a.m. and had a pleasant trip out to the 
island. We visited with other passengers and 
enjoying the view as we passed the Crib The 
first times we went there, we’d ridden on the 
Manitou Isle with George Grosvenor, Sr. at the 
wheel. At that time, the Crib was occupied and 
still in manual operation. 
 When we reached South Manitou we 
ate our box lunches outdoors at the Coast 
Guard Station before departing on the tour. 
Our ride included stopping by Lake Florence, 
which doesn’t seem to have changed much. 
But the highlights of the trip for us were visits 
to the big Cedar trees and the overlook at the 
Morazan wreck.  

Since the park rules limit access to these 
areas, the walks to them were a bit hard for us 
old folks, but worth the effort. 

 
 

 
  
 

The Morazan has changed significantly 
since we first saw her. Now much of her 
superstructure has disappeared into the water, 
including most of the bow; only a small portion 
of that remains.  But on the first visit, the ship 
was still safe enough for Ed and the Scouts to 
climb onto her and explore the deck. 

The huge old cedars included one gnarled 
giant, and all were still impressive. 

 
 

 

In the days when the island was privately 
owned, we could camp out anywhere we 
pleased and walk to any interesting site we 
wanted to see. And, although we understand 
the necessity to protect a natural environment, 
we miss those days when the island was more 
accessible to everyone. We’re happy that the 
Manitou Island Memorial Society provides an 
annual opportunity for visiting old haunts. 

Some of us visited the Lighthouse before 
departing for Leland and the tour returned to 
Leland harbor in late afternoon.  It was a 
wonderful trip - literally and nostalgically. 
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From: the President’s Desk, 
 Paul Rocheleau  

 
From the President's desk 

a big thank you and 
congratulations to Dusty 
Shultz, the past park 
superintendent, who recently 

retired from Sleeping Bear 
National Lakeshore. Dusty was a pleasure to work 
with on several projects and was always 
professional. Her service and smile will be greatly 
missed.  

A Big THANK YOU to Barbara Siepker for 
scanning all the photos and documents during our 
Annual Meeting. 

In late May, work was continuing at the 
Theodore Beck farmhouse Lodge, and then again in 
the middle of September. 

The September crew varied with as many as six 
to two people working on the pump house, farm 
house small porch east, and large porch south. 

The crew consisted of BJ and Warren Tvarek, 
Dan Walker, Doug Shoemaker, Shad Welke, Mike 
and Paul Rocheleau. 

 
The roofs on the large porch and pump house 

needed repair of missing or damaged roofing. This 
was replaced with new beveled cedar siding on 
almost every side of the house.  Painting was 
started on the house, with the south side getting 
primed first. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The small porch east was almost finished in 

2015, with siding primed and screens installed with 
the door. 

 
 
 
 
 

Each year, with the help of our members, we 
are able to preserve the history of the Manitou 
Islands.  Thank you for your help! 
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Welcome New Members-at-Large 

 
 

Pictured are Elizabeth Gray and Randy 
Mackie, (cousins) both of whom have family ties to 
North and South Manitou Islands.  They are 
standing on the bluff in Empire, the home of their 
grandmother, Florence Vanderlip.  Their mothers 
were born in her house.  Their great grandmother 
was Anna Stormer.  She married Clark Freeland and 
they ran the logging camp on North Manitou 
Island.  Stormer Pier is on the east side of the 
Island.  One of Anna’s daughters, Lula, born in 
Empire in 1889, married Irwin Beck, born on South 
Manitou Island in 1887. They were loggers and 
farmers  There are a host of Becks in the South 
Manitou cemetery.  The Beck farm still stands. 
Randy’s mother, Gloria, and Elizabeth’s mother, 
Luella liked to tell stories of South Manitou 
days.  The mail was delivered by canoe and when 
they were lucky, they could ride along.  Luella 
remembered one particular journey where her 
oldest sister, Leona, laughed so hard on the canoe 
that Luella feared they would all drown – and none 
of them knew how to swim!  Perhaps the most 
haunting story in the family lore is of their 
Grandmother Vanderlip.  She walked across the ice 
from Empire to South Manitou Island to deliver a 
baby.  Randy and Liz have been exploring places 
near Empire where they think she might have set 
out on that arduous journey.  What they know for 
sure is that they come from strong and proud north 
country stock:  hard working, courageous pioneers 
in the history of the Manitous. 
 

From: the Treasurer’s Desk, 
Rhonda Kruch  
 

Just a reminder, your annual 
membership of $10 ($10.58 if paid 
on PayPal) is due on January 1st 
and runs from January through 

December.  Most of this annual membership is 
used to mail the newsletter twice a year.  It is 
important to keep your membership current to 
help with this cost.  With our last newsletter, we 
added a sticky note for those members whose 
membership has expired.  If you would like to 
receive the next newsletter, please renew your 
membership.  Also consider adding a donation to 
help fund educational and preservation projects on 
the islands.  We appreciate your help! 
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org. 

You are WELCOME to invite your families and 
friends to become members of the Manitou Islands 
Memorial Society. $10.00 per year! Better yet, give 
a gift and register your family and friends. Tell us 
your story on how you are related to the Islands. 
 

North Manitou Island 
By Gloria Cloutier Wyzgoski 
Edited by Elizabeth Gray 
 

North Manitou Island, 12 miles off Leland, 
Michigan, captures your soul and the memories 
will live with you forever.  

My Grandfather’s obituary read in part:  
August, 1962, Mr. Fred Cloutier, caretaker of a 
hunting lodge at North Manitou Island, died 
yesterday after an extended illness.  

All of us are related to every Cloutier in Canada, 
France and North America.  Cloutiers is a French 
term that translates into English as ‘toolmakers.’  
Grandma and Grandpa’s families settled from 
Quebec through Little Canada, Minnesota, a French 
Canadian settlement.  They moved to Wisconsin 
and then on to Michigan and the magic – and 
hardship – of life on the Manitous. 
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My grandparents were caretakers on the 
island.  Grandpa could do and did everything.  He 
took care of the powerhouse.  He was a hunting 
guide. One of his ‘customers’ was Arthur Godfrey!  
There never was a time when work was slow.   

North Manitou with my cousins and 
Grandparents was such a treasure.  Grandma made 
things tick.  I can hear her now:  “A storm is 
coming, Fred… get down in the storm cellar, 
NOW!”  Grandma was scared to death of lightning.  
Storms were fierce on the Manitous. 

It was Grandma who kept us all in line.  
Sunday night was “Family Rosary.”  Grandma and 
Grandpa spoke English as American Citizens, 
although French was their native language.  
Grandpa could only say the Rosary in French.  
Grandma baked every Wednesday.  She was a very 
good French cook. Once a week, she used an old 
crank phone to call in her grocery orders and 
whatever else was needed.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight year old Gloria stands at the same place as the 
photo on the cover of Rita’s book, North Manitou 
Island, Between Sunrise and Sunset. 

 
Grandma’s niece taught school on North Manitou 
in the early 1940s.  Her nephew worked at the 
lodge that fed the workers on the island.  Cousin 
Tracy’s two boats delivered goods from the 

mainland each week.  Often, he picked up people, 
or even cherries, to take back to the mainland.  On 
one of those rough rides, I ate too many sweet 
cherries, and threw up overboard.   

I started school in East Jordan, Michigan.  
Our family lived in the smaller town of Chestonia.  
We owned the only store and gas station.  The 
house was huge and had no central heat.  There 
was just a pot belly stove, a wood cook stove in the 
kitchen, outdoor pump for water, and an outhouse.   
We had a barn, grew hay, owned a log cabin on the 
property and a creek ran out front we would use to 
swim.   

I was the lucky cousin to have some of my 
birthdays on North Manitou Island.   The magic of 
those memories – the dock, the powerhouse, the 
old schoolhouse, the family rosaries, the storms, 
and the family legacy.  It is a proud and 
hardworking history. 

Letter Glo wrote to her MaMa (at age 8) sent 
from North Manitou Island:  July 9, 1950, Dear Ma-
Ma, I’m okay and I took a picture of the bout.  And 
I took a picture of Marie and Butch.  I went 
swimming three times.  Grandma moved in a new 
house.  I took a picture of the island.  And how are 
you.  Would you keep these injun pictures.  
(Pictures she had cut out of a cereal box).  Gloria 
Ann Cloutier.   

Note: I knew of Rita Hadra Rusco, author of 
North Manitou Island, Between Sunrise and Sunset 
and was friend of Glenn Furst, author of My Point 
of View. 

 
Volunteering 
 

Many hands make lighter work!  
Volunteer work looks different for each 
MIMS’s volunteer.  Some volunteer on the 
islands, but much of MIM’s volunteer work 
can be completed at home on your own 
time schedule.  Please consider 
volunteering.  MIMS needs your help.   
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Opportunities* 
 

Note:  The cards and The South Manitou Story will 
be sold at the annual meeting for $10.00 ea. 
 

The South Manitou Story 
written by Gerald E. Crowner 
  

About the Author: 
My father, Gerald E. Crowner, was 
born in 1905, at Hart, MI.  His 
Grandparents lived in Pentwater near 
the Life Saving Station where his 
Grandpa was a member of the crew.  
It was here that Dad began learning 
about the life of a surfman.  At age 
15, Dad’s family moved to Pentwater 
where he signed up as a Temporary 

Surfman, studying the duties of standing watch, signal 
sessions, and beach cart drills.  After graduating from 
high school, even though he was gainfully employed at 
a sign company, he inquired about serving in the Coast 
Guard at the Tenth District Offices in Grand Haven.  Dad 
signed up, was stationed to South Manitou Island, 
making the crossing from Glen Haven on December 28, 
1926.  Thus began a lifelong love of the Island.  
Memories of adventures on South Manitou Island with 
my parents and family continue to bring joy to my heart 
today! 
 
Bio written by:  Lynn (Crowner) Roe, July 2012.  All 
proceeds go to Manitou Islands memorial Society.  The 
book is being sold at a cost of $15 which includes 
shipping and handling. 
 

 

A Note Card  

has been donated to MIMS by Linda Wolf entitled 
“Going Home” South Manitou 
Island Lighthouse.  Linda’s mother 
was Betty Jean Tobin (Hopkins) and 
her grandparents were Lottie and 
John King Tobin.  The MIMS Board 
would like to extend our 
appreciation to Linda for this 
fundraising opportunity.   
 

 
All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial Society.  
The note cards, with individual envelopes, have been 
packaged in groups of 10 at a cost of $15 which includes 
shipping and handling. You can order on our website or 
send payment to: 

 
MIMS  
PO Box 177  
Empire, MI  49630 
 
 

Jigsaw Puzzle 

1871 Plan for New Light 
House Tower at South 
Manitou Island 500 piece 
jigsaw puzzle.  This is the 
website (made in 
Michigan).   This puzzle is 
also available at 
Schuler’s Book Store. 

http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/pro
ducts/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing 
 
 

MIMS Website  
 
Check out the MIMS website:   
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 
 

We are still adding information – PayPal is in 
place. You will be able complete the Membership Form 
and Photo Release Form (download and forward online) 
etc.  We are open to suggestions as well.   

If you are a member (dues currently paid) – you 
will be able to read the newsletters, minutes, and view 
photographs online (soon).  You will need to login and 
give yourself a password.  Any problems, contact 
judy@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org. 
 

Our thanks to Dhammika Welipitiya of iLeo 
Technology, Okemos, Michigan, for coordinating our 
site  www.ileotechnology.com 
 

  

http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
http://www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org/
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MIMS     
PO Box 177 
Empire, MI 49630 
 
 
 
 

 
 
President: Paul Rocheleau 
Vice President: Robert Beck 
Treasurer: Rhonda Kruch 
Secretary: Judy A. Fogle 
Member-at-Large:  Jeff Reuteler 
Member-at-Large:  Randy Mackie 
Editor:  Judy A. Fogle 
Website:  Judy A. Fogle 

 

 

        

The following is a list of membership/renewals and donations since our last 
Summer 2015-Winter 2016 newsletter.  Thanks to our generous members. 

 

 
 
Bonnie Bellmer 
Cottage Books 
Leah Esch 
Jeannette Feeheley 
Amanda Fogle 
Duke Fogle 
Judy Fogle 
Charles Gum 
Trina Haas 
Mary Ellen Hermann 

Randy Mackie 
Robert and Nancy Patterson 
Lynn Roe 
Donald E Roy 
Lisa Sachs 
Carol and Caroline Sanctorum 
Barb Seipker 
Doris Shirk 
Mike Simmons 
Don and Joanna Smith 

Betsy Thompson 
Donald A. Thompson 
Priscilla Thompson 
Dan Walker 
Ashley Wilson 
Theresa Wilson 
Phillip and Gloria Wyzgoski 
Stanley Yascolt

  

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without 

written permission by the MIMS Executive Board.

 


