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Annual MIMS Meeting  
July 27, 2014 
 
Judy Fogle, Mason, MI 
Dale Hutzler, Boyne City, MI & Brooksville, FL 
Katy Jenks, Traverse City, MI 
Amanda (Fogle) Jones & Amber, Mason, MI 
Rhonda and Joe Kruch, West Branch, MI 
Adrianna Lypecky, Traverse City, MI 
Julie and Jackie Kendall, Milwaukee, WI 
Laura Quackenbush, Leelanau, MI 
Rich and Sue Riker, Allendale, MI 
Russ and Cindy Riker, 'Pointe Aux Pins, Mi 
Paul and Sue Rocheleau, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
Mel Rocheleau, Rotunda West, FL 
Tom Ulrich, National Park Service, Empire, MI 

 

Photos by Katy Jenks 

 
 
National Park Service speaker:  Tom Ulrich 
1. Walkway from Lighthouse to living 
quarters had new slate shingles added to the 
roof in fall 2013 and unfortunately, a number 
of shingles have blown off.  This is being 
corrected. 
2. The Lighthouse was closed in 1958, and 
keeper’s quarters – totally abandoned.  
Lighthouse keeper’s quarters broken into in the 
1960s – graffiti was drawn on the walls – still 
there.  Coast Guard station was closed as well.  
Reopened in 1974 or 1975 – Ranger Pete 
LaValle was first Ranger. 
3.  Dock extension on South Manitou Island 
was added spring 2014, so both sides can be 
docked by MIT. 
4. Picture of “Sandy Beach” was passed 
around that was given to Leelanau Historical 
Society by Katy Jenks.  (see photo under Jenks 
photos). 
5. Restoration will continue at the Katie 
Shepard house on North Manitou Island. 
6. Laura Quackenbush, Museum 
Technician, Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore installed “South Manitou Island 
Village history display” in the Haas Cottage, 
July 2014, after being displayed at the Glen 
Lake Community Library in Empire, Michigan 
from April through June 2014.  Haas Cottage is 
open during MIT tours.  Plans for children (old) 
games will be placed inside. 
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7. Summer 2014 projects discussed (see 
August Beck and Theodore Beck house 
projects).  
 
Election of officers: 
Paul Rocheleau elected President 
Rhonda Kruch elected Treasurer 
 

Stories told by MIMS members of 
South and North Manitou Islands– 
of their families or those that had 
lived there. 
July 27th, 2014 

Dale Hutzler:  Youngest of six children, 90 years 
old on July 4th.  Dale’s older brother, George 
Hutzler, 98, is oldest living survivor of the 
Manitou Islands.  In 1970, after a funeral in 
Empire, MI, Dale suggested to the attendees 
that they get together every year for a potluck 
in Empire, instead of waiting for someone to 
die to get together. 
Russ Riker:  lived on SMI from 1953 to 1974, in 
the George C. Hutzler farm house.  Helped 
establish campgrounds, SMI tours, Weather 
Station, and Lake Survey – Army Corps of 
Engineers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Russ Riker and Rich Riker (Photo by Katy Jenks) 

Cindy Riker:  Loves the Island stories – they get 
better every year! 
Rich Riker:  lived on SMI from 1953 to 1974, in 
the George C. Hutzler farm house.  Helped 
establish campgrounds, SMI tours, Weather 
Station, and Lake Survey – Army Corps of 
Engineers. 
Sue Riker:  Came in 1971 and liked flying in to 
SMI. 
Katy Jenks:  Pete Jenks, whose father bought 
the Haas Cottage in 1950’s. 
Andreanna Lypecky:  visitor passing by (from 
Traverse City), and joined the MIMS Annual 
Meeting. 
Joe Kruch:  “Beach bum,” who enjoyed 
backpacking the Islands since the 1980s, 
started clearing fields in 2005 – and brought his 
wife, Rhonda. 
Rhonda Kruch:  Using the abilities of house 
repair, taught to her by her Father, Rhonda 
began helping with various restoration projects 
on the Haas Cottage and the August Beck 
house in 2006. 
Julie Morris:  Grandmother was Ethel Furst 
Stormer (married Joseph Stormer) and enjoyed 
hiking with Uncle Glenn Furst. 
Jacquelyn Kendell (friend of Julie Morris):  Is 
glad of the historic preservation services on the 
Islands 
Mel Rocheleau:  Mother was Ida Beck, 
daughter of Theodore Beck (The Lodge) – He 
wished he could remember his Mother’s 
stories. 
Paul Rocheleau, great grandson of Theodore 
Beck (Lodge) – August Beck and Theodore Beck 
were brothers.  Grandmother was Ida Beck! 
Sue Rocheleau:  Loves the Islands! 
Note:  We realized that during our 
conversations of how we called the houses 
different names – it depended on who lived in 
that house, when the discusser lived there! 
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Attending the South Manitou 
Island excursion, Saturday, July 
26, 2014: 
 
Judy Fogle 
Katy Jenks  
Amanda & Amber (daughter) Jones 
Rich and Sue Riker 
Russ and Cindy Riker 
Paul and Sue Rocheleau 
Chris and Kelly (son) Rocheleau 

(front) Amanda, Amber, Katy; (back) Judy, Kelly, Sue, 
Paul, and Chris. (Photo by Katy Jenks)  

 

The trip over on the Mishe-Mokwa was 
smooth enough.  Meeting new people and 
joining old friends was an event for our 
beginning day.  There was a picnic on the 
Ranger Station lawn with the sharing of food. 
 

Next Annual Meeting Sunday,  
July 26, 2015 and Annual Excursion to 

South Manitou Island,  
Saturday, July 25, 2015 

 
 

 

Tour of South Manitou Island by our guide from 
Manitou Island Transit.  (Photo by Katy Jenks). 

 
We had a full load of folks on the tour, 
managing to travel from the farms, which was 
very nostalgic for Russ and Rich Riker; to the 
Francisco Morazan shipwreck, to the Cedars, 
Lake Florence, and to the Lodge (Theodore 
Beck house) Paul Rocheleau’s improvements 
were impressive; (it was strange to see no 
beach at the Lodge because of the high water 
levels). 
 

Rocheleau Group 
(Photo by Amanda Jones) 
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Photos taken by Katy Jenks from 2014,  South 

Manitou Island Excursion: 

August Beck farm – repaired wall on left. 

 

August Beck farm – inside walls 
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August Beck House Project 
By Judy A. Fogle 
 

July 6, 2014, we gathered supplies at 
Home Depot in West Branch, and then loaded 
everything into the little HHR Chevy, which was 
a challenge, but we did it.  The flooring tiles for 
the kitchen at the August Beck weighed about 
700 lbs, adding in coolers, paint, glue, adhesive, 
tubs of food and clothing.  The HHR didn’t even 
wiggle when Rhonda and I climbed aboard.  
The trip to Leland went flawless. 

Our timing at the dock was well done 
when we all arrived at the same time.  Carl 
Luther, Bob Beck, Rhonda Kruch, Rob and Deb 
Foti, and Judy Fogle.  Joe Kruch joined us two 
days later. 

When it came time to unload the Mishe-
Mokwa, three young men volunteered to move 
the floor tiles for a stick of butter.  It’s the little 
things that count on the Island. 

Since we hadn’t been there in two years, 
repair work was done on walls where the paint 
didn’t stick, adding window trim where there  

Photos by Bob Beck 
 

had once been a door, completed painting the 
kitchen, washing walls, waxing floors, and  
 

When it rains, a kitchen floor picnic takes place. 
(Photo by Bob Beck) 

 
laying the floor tiles on the kitchen floor.  Also, 
we waxed, dusted, and washed windows at the 
Haas House.  Joe Kruch mowed around the 
Beck House, and homestead grave site at the 
George Conrad Hutzler house. 

 

Plywood laid – half finished floor.  (Photo by Bob Beck) 
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The finished floor was very nice! 
(Photo by Bob Beck) 

 
Bob Beck and I did a schoolhouse tour for 

a group of teens (12) from Grand Rapids, MI  – 
and they were excited to meet a true decedent 
of the August Beck House. 

One of the maintenance workers visited 
one evening and described the work on the 
Museum – raising the floor and filling in the 
basement.  The “beams” that they made were 
spectacular! 

Joe & Rhonda Kruch              Rob & Deb Foti 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judy Fogle & Bob Beck              Carl Luther 
 

 
It was good to see the Tick Hunters again.  

They showed the very tinny tiny ticks found on 
a bird. 

We look forward to working on the Beck 
House this summer! 

 
 Note:   We understand that all the members 

and friends of MIMS would like to take an 

active role in improving the Islands and their 

Historic Structures.  We also understand that 

there are many reasons why this is not possible 

for many of us to participate.  If there are those 

of you that would like to donate materials and 

supplies:  i.e. paint, tools, sand paper, paper 

towels, cleaning supplies, other items related 

to cleaning/restoration, or even gift cards from 

big box hardware stores, this would be 

fantastic.  By doing so, you will know that a 

part of you is going to the islands to help.  

 

From: the President’s Desk, 
 Paul Rocheleau  
 

2014 was a very good 
year for projects on and off 
the Manitou Islands.  In 
April, with the help of 
Rhonda Kruch, Linda Henry 

David Fox, Laura Quackenbush of Sleeping Bear 
National Lakeshore, and many others, the Haas 
House Photo Exhibit was completed and first 
opened to the public in Empire.  The South 
Manitou Island History Photo Exhibit is now on 
display in the Haas House on South Manitou 
Island. 
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In early June, work was continuing at the 
Theodore Beck farmhouse (Lodge), and then 
again in September. 

July found a group working on the interior 
of the August Beck farm house. (See article) 

The work on the islands is ongoing, so 
some projects are completed and others are 
just getting started. All of this work requires 
donation of time or money from our members. 

Thank you for your time or money or both. 
You help to make 2014 a very productive year 
thank you. 

Volunteers are always welcome. If you are 
interested, contact MIMS at 
info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org  

 

 

Theodore Beck House Project 

In September a much larger crew worked 
on the Theodore Beck farmhouse (Lodge) and 
related buildings on the property.  One of the 
more interesting things discovered this year, 
was the cement sidewalk leading to the pump 
house, east side.  They were able to find and 
use all original hinges for the doors. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pump house “before”, photo by Paul Rocheleau 

 
 

 

 
Pump house “after”, photo by Paul Rocheleau 

 
 
 
The steps (photo below) going to the root 

cellar of Theodore Beck farmhouse needed to 
be replaced, so they could continue work in the 
cellar.  Now these steps are rock solid. Just like 
the foundation, says Rocheleau. 

 
 
 

Root cellar stairs, photo by Paul Rocheleau  

mailto:info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
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Paul Rocheleau, Jim Hicks, Damien Allen,  Mike 

Rocheleau (on ladder), Warren Tvardek, Brannon 

Tvardek, Shad Welke, in front of  ladder) and Doug 

Shoemaker (not shown-taking picture).  

The story about the “note” on the 
pump house is this:  Mike was sent from the 
Lodge to go to the NPS Maintenance 
building to retrieve an extension cord and 
other small items.  As he left, Mike called 
out, “Be back soon!”  Well, he didn’t come 
back and didn’t come back, which gave the 
guys enough time to leave him the “note.” 
When he did return, (using the excuse that 
he wasn’t able to find any maintenance 
guys to help him find the tools, of which he 
did retrieve), the first thing he noticed was 
the painted note on the shed.  The look on 
his face was priceless! 
 

 

 

 

 

From: the Treasurer’s 

Desk, Rhonda Kruch  

Account balances as of  
February 21, 2015: 
 

Checking/Savings Account: $  6,622.63 
Glenn Furst Account:     10,095.73 
Haas Account:                  217.89 
Relight the Light Account:               193.45 
 

The MIMS Board 
would like to 
extend a HUGE 
thank-you to Will 
Larson.  With the 
help of the Larson 
Foundation, MIMS 
was able to 
complete their 
financial 
obligation to the 
Relighting of the  
South Manitou 
Island Lighthouse.   

Photo by Jeff Reuteler 

The Society has been making annual payments 
to the Foundation to repay our debt.  As 
treasurer, I received a note from Will Larson, 
dated October 30, 2014; the foundation has 
written off the balance of $3974.75 as a 
contribution.  This is great news!  Our 
obligation is complete.  We appreciate the 
donation of the Will Larson Foundation to 
Manitou Islands Memorial Society.   
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Please remember that all donations 
both big and small are greatly appreciated.  
They are used to complete the MIMS’ mission 
of both preservation and education of the 
annual visitors to both North and South 
Manitou Islands.  All projects are completed 
using volunteers that mean each dollar goes 
much further in the completion of our projects. 
 
 

Photos from the files of the Jenks 
family, previous owners of the 
Haas House. 
 

Sandy beach, circa 1960 (?) photo by Jack 
“Gus” Jenks 

 

 
 
Old marina and dock with Jenks family- Louis, 
Polly, Libby, Laura, Pete, and Amy enjoying 
the bay. Photo by Jack “Gus” Jenks. Photo 
Circa (1972?) 

 
The SS Francisco Morazan of ages past. Pete 
Jenks is child in the middle. Circa 1967(?) 
Photo by Jack “Gus” Jenks 

 

 
 
 

The Island Clipper, unloading at the dock. 

Photo by Jack “Gus” Jenks  

 

Old dock in front of Coast Guard station. Photo 

by Jack “Gus” Jenks   
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Reminder 

Just a reminder, your annual membership of 
$10 ($10.58 if paid on PayPal) is due on January 
1st and runs from January through December.  
Most of this annual membership is used to mail 
the newsletter twice a year.  It is important to 
keep your membership current to help with 
this cost.  With our last newsletter, we added a 
sticky note for those members whose 
membership has expired.  If you would like to 
receive the next newsletter, please renew your 
membership.  Also consider adding a donation 
to help fund educational and preservation 
projects on the islands.  We appreciate your 
help! 
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

 
 
You are WELCOME to invite your families 
and friends to become members of the 
Manitou Islands Memorial Society. $10.00 
per year! Better yet, give a gift and register 
your family and friends. Tell us your story 
on how you are related to the Islands. 
 
 

MIMS Website  

Check out the MIMS website:  

www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

We are still adding information – PayPal is in 
place. You will be able complete the Membership 
Form and Photo Release Form (download and 
forward online) etc.  We are open to suggestions as 

well.  We continue adding photos with page 
numbers.  Membership application can be 
completed online. 

If you are a member (dues currently paid) – 
you will be able to read the newsletters, 
minutes, and view photographs online (soon).  
You will need to login and give yourself a 
password.  Any problems, contact 
judy@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org. 

Our thanks to Dhammika Welipitiya of 
iLeo Technology, Okemos, Michigan, for 
coordinating our site  www.ileotechnology.com 

 

Jigsaw Puzzle 

1871 Plan for New Light House Tower 
at South Manitou Island 500 piece jigsaw 
puzzle.  This is the website (made in 
Michigan).   This puzzle is also available at 
Schuler’s Book Store. 

 
http://www.michiganology.com/collection

s/puzzles/products/south-manitou-

lighthouse-architectural-drawing 

  

http://www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org/
http://www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org/
mailto:judy@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
http://www.ileotechnology.com/
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
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Opportunities* 
 
Note:  The cards and The South Manitou Story will be 
sold at the annual meeting  for  $10.00 ea. 
 

A note card has been donated to MIMS by Linda 
Wolf entitled “Going Home” South Manitou Island 
Lighthouse.  Linda’s mother was Betty Jean Tobin 
(Hopkins) and her grandparents were Lottie and 
John King Tobin.  The MIMS Board would like to 
extend our appreciation to Linda for this 
fundraising opportunity.  All proceeds go to 
Manitou Islands Memorial Society.  The note cards 
with individual envelopes have been packaged in 
groups of 10 at a cost of $15 which includes 
shipping and handling.  Please send your order and 
payment to: 
 
MIMS  
PO Box 177  
Empire, MI  49630 
 

The South Manitou Story 
written by Gerald E. Crowner 
 
About the Author: 
 

My father, Gerald E. Crowner, was born in 1905, at 
Hart, MI.  His Grandparents lived in Pentwater near 
the Life Saving Station where his Grandpa was a 
member of the crew.  It was here that Dad began 
learning about the life  

 
of a Surfman.  At age 
15, Dad’s family 
moved to Pentwater 
where he signed up as 
a Temporary Surfman, 
studying the duties of 
standing watch, signal 
sessions, and beach 
cart drills.  After 
graduating from high 
school, even though 
he was gainfully 
employed at a sign 

company, he inquired 
about serving in the Coast Guard at the Tenth 
District Offices in Grand Haven.  Dad signed up, was 
stationed to South Manitou Island, making the 
crossing from Glen Haven on December 28, 1926.  
Thus began a lifelong love of the Island.  Memories 
of adventures on South Manitou Island with my 
parents and family continue to bring joy to my 
heart today! 
 
Bio written by:  Lynn (Crowner) Roe, July 2012 
All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial 
Society.   The book is being sold at a cost of $15 
which includes shipping and handling.  Please send 
your order and payment to: 
 
MIMS  
PO Box 177  
Empire, MI  49630 
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MIMS     
PO Box 177 
Empire, MI 49630 
 
 
 
 

 
 
President: Paul Rocheleau 
Vice President: Robert Beck 
Treasurer: Rhonda Kruch 
Secretary: Judy A. Fogle 
Member-at-Large:  Jeff Reuteler 
Editor:  Judy A. Fogle 
Website:  Judy A. Fogle 

 

 

        

The following is a list of membership/renewals and donations since our last 
Summer 2014-Winter 2015 newsletter.  Thanks to our generous members. 

 
Damien Allen 
James and Kaylynn  
   Anderson 
Bonnie Belmer 
Lee Bowen 
James and Carolyn Furst  
   Clark 
Heidi Deininger 
Jack and Jeannette  
   Feeheley 
Nancy and Dave Ferguson 
Duke Fogle 
Judy Fogle 
Rob and Deb Foti 

Charles and Sharron Furst 
Ken Gibson 
Mary Gruman 
Charles Gum 
Nanci Hahn 
Dr. Richard J Halik 
Jim Hicks 
Pete and Jelaine Horton 
Pete and Katy Jenks 
Barbara Johnson 
Amanda Fogle Jones 
John Karliak 
Kerry Kelly 
Claude Lambert 

Will Larson 
Leelanau Books 
Nancy and Fred Luthardt 
Carl Luther 
Glenn J. McLalin 
Molly and Paul Nichols 
Marc and Diana 
    Oberschulte 
Karla Olson-Bellfi 
Robert and Nancy 
    Patterson 
Lynn Roe 
Donald Roy 
Stephen Sheridan 

Doug Shoemaker 
Joanna Smith 
Carol Stack 
Carol and Joseph Taber 
Thomas Thompson 
Stanley Tobin 
Brannon Tvardek 
Warren Tvardek 
Shad Welke 
Frederick and Donna  
   Winters 
Linda Wolf

 

 

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without 

written permission by the MIMS Executive Board.

 


