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A LIFETIME OF MANITOU ADVENTURES 

By Cynthia Dewes 

Bainbridge, Indiana 

We’d never heard of the Manitou Isles until 

1969, when our oldest son’s Boy Scout Troop 510 in 

Indianapolis went on a high adventure trip, camping 

and canoeing around South Manitou Island. Will was 

accompanied by his dad, Ed, who was the assistant 

scoutmaster. Their experience was so positive that we 

decided to go there next as a family. 

 So, in 1971 we took our six kids, ages 8 to 15, 

camping for a week on the South Beach of South 

Manitou Island. At that time, before the Manitous 

became a federal park, the island’s properties were 

privately owned. But, since the beach belonged to 

everybody, we packed in all our cooking and tenting 

equipment, with even the youngest, Andy, carrying a 

little pack on his back filled with extra shorts.   

 

 

In 1971, the boys built a table and benches from 

driftwood they found lying around, and each of us had 

assigned chores. The day’s dishwasher took the dishes 

down to the shore, scrub them with sand, rinse, and dry 

them upside down by the campfire. The food was 

strictly Boy Scout, but we were so hungry from hiking all 

over the island that everything tasted good.   

 In 1974, we rented the Lodge farmhouse for a 

week. It was owned by the Harralds, an elderly couple  

Lodge (a/k/a Theodore Beck house) south side 

from Mio, Michigan. They stayed in the back of the 

house while we inhabited the rest, and they kindly lent 

us their old pickup truck to tool around the island. We 

enjoyed many beautiful and dramatic sunsets from their 

front yard.  

We visited all our favorite spots: the wreckage of the 

cargo ship Morazon, the big dunes, the cemetery, the 

schoolhouse, the lighthouse, and the north shore facing 

North Manitou Island. One day, Will, now a college 
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student and a dedicated runner, ran around the 

shoreline of the entire island. After busy days spent 

exploring, swimming and hiking, we’d all sit around 

reading by kerosene lamp and savoring the quiet.   

Morazon 

We continued to vacation often on South 

Manitou, and we knew every inch well. We also met 

some of the residents besides the Harralds, including 

the Rikers who farmed inland. We learned many 

interesting island stories. One was of the winter when 

the strait between Leland and the islands froze over. 

This allowed Mrs. Riker and her boys, who spent school 

terms on the mainland, to walk across the ice to 

celebrate Christmas on South Manitou with her 

husband, who was minding the farm. We also heard the 

sad tale of the Riker boy who drowned while swimming 

near the Morazon wreck. The lake water was often too 

frigid for safe swimming. 

School House 

As empty-nesters, we backpacked on North Manitou 

Island, which afforded an entirely different experience. 

There, too, we learned the island’s stories, often from 

Rita Hadro Rusco, a resident who wrote a book called 

“North Manitou Island, Beyond Sunrise and Sunset.” 

 We learned that North had belonged to a 

company which used it as a hunting resort for its staff 

and customers. They’d imported non-native deer for 

that purpose. That explained the mystery of why there  

was a clean forest floor and trees denuded of leaves 

and bark as high as the deer could reach. 

After North became a federal property, a controlled 

deer hunt was held annually to keep the deer 

population stable, since there are no natural predators 

there. And we heard about the small plane which fell 

onto the inland lake in winter and then submerged.  
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Park rangers, forbidden to drive vehicles there, had to 

walk in to try to rescue the plane’s pilot. Unfortunately, 

it was too late. 

One of our favorite people during our visits was 

George Grosvenor, the longtime skipper of the Manitou 

Island Ferry, and father of Captain Mike. He told us with 

amusement that when he was drafted into WWII, the 

typically clueless bureaucrats sent this experienced 

sailor to the Army instead of the Navy. 

Once, when we were returning to Leland on the 

ferry, Captain George received a radio message that a 

Carlson’s fishing boat engine had lost power and it was 

adrift in the water. So we detoured to hook it up and 

tow it behind us into Leland harbor, with Ed delightedly 

serving as first mate for the operation. 

The Manitou Isles have enriched our lives and 

will continue to survive in the photos and memories of 

our family. 

A Letter to the Society from  
Ken Gibson 

 
Dear MIMS Members: 
 
I would like to ask the help of your membership on a 
missing person case: the case of Jim, or Jimmy Jurica.  
Jim was a neighbor of mine growing up in Traverse City.  
Jim’s case has been a mystery since he disappeared on 
South Manitou Island on July 30, 1978, and the case has 
never been closed by authorities.  Members may have  

been on the island on that date and seen something 
significant.  If anyone remembers or has information 
pertinent to this event, please pass it on to me at: 
gibson6336@yahoo.com 
 
The known facts of the case are: 

 Jim was in his 30’s when he disappeared. 

 Jim was a well-known musician and performer, 
who had toured with the Christy Minstrels and 
had performed at a night club in Traverse City 
the night before he disappeared. 

 Jim had taken the mail boat out to South 
Manitou Island to play for some people on the 
island.  He had planned to get another ride on 
the mail boat to North Manitou, but the boat 
had just come from there and was on its way to 
Leland instead.  

 Reportedly, when Jim learned of the boat 
schedule he became angry and took off walking 
up the beach toward Gull Point (which is toward 
North Manitou).  That was the last time he was 
seen. 

 At some time, remnants of a crude raft were 
found on the north side of South Manitou. 
 

I am interested in any information that would apply to 
these events, whether previously reported to law 
enforcement or not.  I am also interested in information 
relevant to: 
 

 The antecedents of Jim’s disappearance, that is, 
his performance on South Manitou and what 
instrument(s) he played. 

 Possible events on North Manitou or reasons 
why Jim might have wanted to cross from South 
to North Manitou Island.  His aim was to reach 
North Manitou and the evidence suggests he 
was determined to do so.  Jim's father, Pete 
Jurica, once owned and operated a logging  
business on North Manitou Island, named Jurica 
and Day, about 1956, is sited in Tending a 
‘Comfortable Wilderness’.  A History of 
Agricultural Landscapes on North Manitou 
Island, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, 
Michigan, by Eric MacDonald with Arnold R. 
Alanen, 2000. Pages 60 and 242.  At this time, I 
do not know whether the logging operation was 
active in 1978, but if it was, anything about it 
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that speaks to the issue of motive could be 
relevant. 

 Campers/backpackers on the island, particularly 
at the Bay Campground and the Popple 
Campground. 

 Any sighting of boats, raft construction, 
swimmers, or other modes of transportation in 
crossing from one island to the other on that 
day. 

 
I do not wish to interfere with the official investigation 
of Jim’s disappearance that took place many years’ ago.   
However, this case remains a mystery far too long, and 
members may have seen something significant. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ken Gibson 
gibson6336@yahoo.com 

 

 

Annual Meeting, July 29, 2012 

 
At the annual meeting on July 29, 2012, Charles 

Anderson and Carol Stack presented a very generous 

donation to MIMS on behalf of their family.  This 

donation will be split between the “Relight the Light” 

and current restoration projects on SMI.  The MIMS 

Board would like to express their appreciation for this 

donation as we continue to preserve the historic and 

cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands. 

 

 

A Letter to the Society from  
 

The Anderson Family 
 

Dear South Manitou Island Memorial Society, 

On behalf of the Charles M and Selma Anderson family 

we would like to present you with this check from all of 

us for the “Relight the Light Fund” for the South 

Manitou Island Light.  As we know how much it meant 

to our whole family to see that Light lit and to guide two 

generations of Anderson’s home safely. 

Our family lived on South Manitou for 12 years from 

1913 – 1926, raising 12 children on South Manitou and 

our Grandfather Captain Charles sailing his boats the 

J.S. Crouse and the M.H. Steward from South Manitou 

to the other Islands with supplies and logging off Fox 

Island and on to Chicago with supplies.  After they 

moved off the Island in 1926 to Frankfort where they 

started an Anderson Fisheries Business again using the 

South Manitou Lighthouse as there guide to many of 

STORMS and wintering weather to get them safely 

home. 

Thanks for lighting the light! 

May it always shine, 

Anderson Family, 2012 

 

mailto:gibson6336@yahoo.com
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This photo was taken, at the annual meeting, of some of 

the MIMS Board.  In the front row, from left to right, 

Lynn (Crowner) Roe, out-going Member-at-Large; Carol 

(Drew) Sanctorum, current Member-at-Large; Judy 

Fogle, current Member-at-Large; and Rhonda Kruch, 

current Treasurer.  In the back row, from left to right, 

Robert Beck, current Vice-President; Paul Rocheleau, 

current President; and Jeff Reuteler, current Secretary.   

Not in the picture are out-going Treasurer Linda Henry 

and out-going Member-at-Large Gena Culver.  A very 

special thank you is extended to Lynn, Linda, and Gena 

for serving on the MIMS Board.  Your hard work and 

dedication has always been appreciated and will be 

greatly missed by all. 

This past summer, July 29, 2012, our annual meeting 

was moved from Saturday to Sunday, this was discussed 

and voted on the previous year at our annual meeting.  

If you are planning ahead, our annual meeting will be 

on Sunday, July 28, 2013 in Empire Township Hall.  

Please come and join the fun.  We try to keep the 

business part to a minimum as to allow lots of time to 

visit and catch up with old friends.  

 

 

From: the President’s Desk,  

Paul Rocheleau 

I would like to thank the 

members of MIMS for the 

opportunity to serve as their 

president for the next two 

years.  I look forward to my 

upcoming duties.  

A special thanks to Linda Henry and Lynn Roe.  

Linda Henry served as treasurer for MIMS for four 

years.  Linda dedicated herself to keeping MIMS 

financial records, genealogy, grant writing, and an 

upcoming interpretive display for the Haas house!  

Lynn Roe served in many positions which included 

host for the annual meetings and reunion, 

Secretary, Member at Large, attending MIMS board 

meetings, and volunteering with restorations on 

South Manitou Island.  Especially noted are her 

capabilities to get on her knees scrubbing, 

scrapping, and waxing floors.   Thank you, Linda 

and Lynn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn (Crowner) Roe 
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I want to extend my thanks to you the members of 

MIMS for your support.  Your support makes it 

possible for projects on North and South Manitou 

to happen.   

If you are interested in donating time or treasure 
for either project, please let us know.  
info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org or  
 
MIMS 
P.O. Box 177 
Empire, MI 49630. 
 
 

From: the Treasurer’s 
Desk, Rhonda Kruch 

Hello fellow MIMS Member: 

At the July 29, 2012, Annual 

Meeting, my position on the board 

changed from President to Treasurer.  Due to term 

limits set by our Bylaws, both Linda Henry and I 

needed to step away from our jobs on the MIMS 

Board.  Linda Henry took her office as Treasurer 

very seriously.  She was dedicated to maintaining 

accurate and up to date records for the Society.  I 

would like to extend a personal thank you to Linda 

for her contribution to the MIMS Board and 

specifically as Treasurer for 4 years.  Your 

dedication was appreciated and will be missed by 

all Board Members as well as MIMS Members.  

During this past fall, I have moved our records from 

an Excel document to Quick Books.  This change 

will help with the future financial record keeping of 

the Society.    

In the spring of 2012, MIMS moved all of their 

accounts from Huntington Banks to Members 

Credit Union in Traverse City.  In the past few 

years, Huntington has charged us various fees that 

the move to Members will stop those fees and save 

the Society some money.  Currently, the 

approximate amounts in our accounts are as 

follows: 

Glenn Furst Account:  $10,000.00 

Haas Account:  $2300.00 

Relight the Light Account:  $138.00 

Checking Account:  $5700.00 

 

The MIMS Board takes our financial accounts 

seriously.  Here are some general guide lines used 

when deciding whether or not to move forward 

with a project.   

 First, the money in the Glenn Furst Account 

is off limits.  It is our rainy day fund and only 

used in extreme emergencies.   

 The Haas Account came from a grant 

received for restoration/preservation work 

with that structure.  The remainder of that 

money is being used for an exhibit that will 

be housed inside that building.  That will 

allow the building to be opened to the 

public during summer months.  The Park 

has also authorized a portion of the exhibit 

to talk about the Society, our history, and 

the current role with preservation and 

education.   

 The “Relight the Light” Account is a place to 

hold donations for this project.  Each year in 

the fall, a check is mailed to Will Larson in 

repayment of the non-interest bearing loan 

to MIMS for the “Relight Project”.  Our 

current balance is about $4500.00 after our 

payment this January.   

 The actual money that the Society has to 

work with is the money in the checking 

mailto:info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org


Manitou Islands Memorial Society Manitou Memories Winter 2013 Newsletter  
   

Dedicated to preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands Page 7 
 

account.  This money is where all supplies 

are purchased for restoration projects on 

the islands.  It is also the money used to 

fund newsletters and postage.  Since most 

of our work/labor is completed by 

volunteers, your donation goes a very long 

way.  But as we are currently making plans 

for next summer’s projects, please consider 

a generous donation. 

 

Current projects: 

August Beck restoration is scheduled from July 19th 

until July 27th.  This year we will also be adding 

some work at the Johnny Hutzler Farm.  Contact 

Rhonda Kruch if interested in volunteering:  

rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

Theodore Beck restoration will continue with the 

enclosure of the small porch on the east side by the 

kitchen, uncovering the cement walkway to the 

pump house, and restoration of the pump house 

structure.  Contact Paul Rocheleau if interested in 

volunteering:  

paul@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

  The Haas Cottage Exhibit nears completion as the 

remaining funds from the Americana Grant are 

used to create an interpretive display that will be 

opened to the public inside that historic home. 

MIMS Board Members are also willing to travel to 

your home to conduct interviews and scan photos 

to preserve your families Island history.  Contact 

Rhonda Kruch if interested in scheduling an 

interview:  

rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

 

Please consider sharing a recent story or past 

memory of either Island for the newsletter.  Send 

your articles and pictures to:  

rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

Many hands make lighter work!  Volunteer work 

looks different for each MIMS’s volunteer.  Some 

volunteer on the islands, but much of MIM’s 

volunteer work can be completed at home on your 

own time schedule.  Please consider volunteering.  

MIMS needs your help.   

 

Reminder 

Annual membership of $10 per 

person is due at the beginning of 

each calendar year.  If you have all 

ready sent us your membership, 

we thank you for your 

membership.  Since most of your 

membership covers the cost of 

newsletters, please consider 

adding a donation to help with 

one of our current projects.  Your 

membership will also give you 

access to all the past newsletters. 

  

mailto:rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
mailto:paul@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
mailto:rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
mailto:Rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
mailto:Rhonda@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
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Opportunities 

 

A note card has been donated to MIMS by Linda Wolf 

entitled “Going Home” South Manitou Island 

Lighthouse.  Linda’s mother was Betty Jean Tobin 

(Hopkins) and her grandparents were Lottie and John 

King Tobin.  The MIMS Board would like to extend our 

appreciation to Linda for this fundraising opportunity.  

All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial Society.  

The note cards with individual envelopes have been 

packaged in groups of 10 at a cost of $15 which includes 

shipping and handling.  Please send your order and 

payment to: 

 MIMS  

PO Box 177  

Empire, MI  49630 

 

 

 

 

The South Manitou Story 

written by Gerald E. Crowner 
 

About the Author: 

 

My father, Gerald E. Crowner, was born in 1905, at Hart, 

MI.  His Grandparents lived in Pentwater near the Life 

Saving Station where his Grandpa was a member of the 

crew.  It was here that Dad began learning about the life 

of a Surfman.  At age 15, 

Dad’s family moved to 

Pentwater where he 

signed up as a 

Temporary Surfman, 

studying the duties of 

standing watch, signal 

sessions, and beach cart 

drills.  After graduating 

from high school, even 

though he was gainfully 

employed at a sign 

company, he inquired 

about serving in the 

Coast Guard at the Tenth District Offices in Grand 

Haven.  Dad signed up, was stationed to South Manitou 

Island, making the crossing from Glen Haven on 

December 28, 1926.  Thus began a lifelong love of the 

Island.  Memories of adventures on South Manitou 

Island with my parents and family continue to bring joy 

to my heart today! 

 

Bio written by:  Lynn (Crowner) Roe, July 2012 

All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial Society.   

The book is being sold at a cost of $15 which includes 

shipping and handling.  Please send your order and 

payment to: 

 MIMS  

PO Box 177  

Empire, MI  49630 
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August Beck Update 

August 2012 
 

Written by Judy Fogle  

S even volunteers accomplished 398 

hours of volunteer work to the Beck 

farm, August 6th – 12th, that is, once they 

got started.  Anyone who has ever 

lived/camped/visited the Manitou Islands 

realizes that the weather prevails and 

Mother Nature gave us a test.  Planning to arrive on 

South Manitou Island, Sunday, August 5th, was changed 

when we saw Lake Michigan showing many, many white 

caps as far as one could see. It was truly spectacular to 

see blue skies, clouds, winds, and white caps on blue 

water – being the reason this area was selected to be 

the “Most Beautiful Spot in America.”   

Fortunately, Leland was able to give us time for 

shopping – hats, toys, books, and tiles, while waiting for 

the 3:00pm report.  But it was a no go.  We found 

accommodations at a brother’s home south of Leland, 

and would see what the ‘morrow would bring.   

Monday was great with no white caps in sight.  Arriving 

at the dock on the Island, we saw a huge group of 

campers who did not get off the Island the day before.  

So interesting to see so many folks at one time, and 

within an hour all was peaceful. 

NPS, Historic Architect, Kim Mann rode over on the 

Mishe-Mokwa with us, it felt good to show her our 

accomplishments. 

Jumping right into “business,” we started scrubbing and 

rubbing bri wax on floors; washing windows; washing 

walls and ceilings; vacuuming; and clearing/mowing.  

The rest of the week we painted – walls, ceilings, 

window frames, and doors.  We gave tours every time  

Manitou Islands Transit (MIT) came through with a 

group, or campers walking by.  The fun part was 

introducing volunteer Bob Beck, great grandson of 

August Beck. 

Maintenance workers and rangers were so helpful 

providing guidance, water tank, generator, 

transportation, gasoline, and tools.  

Again, Mother Nature ruled, and sent northeast and 

north winds to the Island.  On Friday, the Mishe-Mokwa 

didn’t make the trip and Saturday wasn’t promising to 

be much better.  This proved to be a “good thing”, and 

we decided to stay until Sunday (instead of leaving 

Saturday), which gave us time to return all the supplies 

to the maintenance building etc.  All the waves 

managed to push sand on the east side of the dock, so 

on Sunday morning the Manitou Isle (ferry), spent hours 

dredging so the Mishe-Mokwa could park at the dock 

when she arrived. 

During our stay, we hiked over to Johnny Hutzler’s farm, 

and observed that an animal/s has/have been chewing 

the cedar shingles off the roof of the “pig barn”; hiked 

to Bay Campground; enjoyed a campfire with rangers, 

maintenance workers, interns and volunteers; and 

swam in Lake Michigan’s warm waters. 

One afternoon a coyote walked right up to the Beck 

house, watched us for about a minute, and turned and 

ran to the woods.  One of us noticed that he didn’t have 

a tail.  Later we were told that officials think that it froze 

off during the winter.   

There were spider bites, which got mixed in with poison 

ivy; a ghost hitting the bottom of the bed and then 

laying alongside the volunteer; met the “Manitou 

Honeys,” a group of women coming to the island for 25 

years – one couldn’t come until you turned 18; a family 

of musicians came by carrying their instruments, 

headed to the dunes to play music honoring their 

father/husband/brother/friend, Dave Dinger, who had 

camped and loved South Manitou Island; meals were 

fantastic, and the cleanup crew in the kitchen couldn’t 

be beat.  
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Please consider volunteer during the summer of 2013.  

Our goal is to complete the restoration of the main floor 

of the August Beck home.  This summer’s work will 

entail finishing the floors in the living room, dining 

room, and kitchen.  The kitchen floor will take a little 

more work than all the rest since there is still tar paper 

to remove from the old floor covering that was 

removed.  Bob Beck is hoping to restore the cabinets in 

the kitchen to a more historic representation of 

kitchens from times gone by.  We also have some 

painting to finish in the kitchen and the stairwell to the 

upstairs.   

August Beck House 

Joe Kruch continues to lead cultural landscape 

maintenance.  He has been instrumental in opening up 

the farms at both the Conrad Hutzler and August Beck 

Farms. 

Back row Judy Fogle, Rhonda Kruch, Deb Foti 
Front row Bob Beck, Joe Kruch, Rob Foti, & Jeff 

Reuteler. 
 

Our goal is to add some general clean up at the Johnny 

Hutzler Farm this summer as well.  We will be working 

both inside and out during our August volunteer work 

week.  Thanks to Rhonda (coordinator) and Joe Kruch, 

Jeff Reuteler, Judy Fogle, Rob and Deb Foti, and Bob 

Beck. 

 

MIMS Website – now OPEN 

Check out the new website:  

www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

We are still adding information – PayPal should be in 

place soon; you will be able complete the Membership 

Form and forward online, etc.  We are open to 

suggestions as well.  

info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

If you are a member (dues currently paid – you will be 

able to read the newsletters online.  You will need to 

login and give yourself a password.   

Our thanks go to Dhammika Welipitiya of iLeo 

Technology, Okemos, MI for coordinating our site 

www.ileotechnology.com 

 

http://www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org/
mailto:info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
http://www.ileotechnology.com/
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MIMS     

PO Box 177 

Empire, Michigan 49630 

 
 

 
President: Paul Rochelleau 
Vice President: Robert Beck 
Treasurer: Rhonda Kruch 
Secretary: Jeff Reuteler 
Member-at-Large:  Judy Fogle 
Member-at-Large:  Carol Ann (Drew) Sanctorum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is a list of membership/renewals and donations since our last newsletter in June.  Thanks to our 

generous members.

Charles and Maudie Anderson 

Kirsten Anderson 

Matt Anderson 

Shirley Anderson 

Irwin Beck 

Pat Carstensen 

Janice Falkner 

Judy Fogle 

Robert and Debra Foti 

Ken Gibson 

Charles Gum 

Vincent Herreid 

Joe and Rhonda Kruch 

Patrick Ludwig 

James and Chlore Morris 

Robert and Nancy Patterson 

Rev. William and Jayne Payne 

Leigh and Linda Payment 

Rita Pesano 

Harvey and Delores Rocheleau 

Lynn (Crowner) Roe 

Carol and Caroline (Drew) 

Sanctorum 

Vira and Anthony Schillizzi 

Barbara Siepker 

Carol Stack 

Christopher Steffe 

Donald and Pricsilla Thompson 

Stanley Tobin 

Stas Yascolt 

Linda Wolf 

 

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without 

written permission by the MIMS Executive Board

 


